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Rotary Club of  
Eastleigh 
 President 2015-16  PDG Mike Smith 
     Rotary District 1110 – Governor Tony Summers 

CLUB BULLETIN  

http://www.eastleighrotary.org.uk/ 
July – September 2015 

Meetings: Concorde Club, Eastleigh 
 3rd  Mondays at 1830 
2nd & 4th Mondays at 1230       
Meetings on 1st Mondays at various locations 

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
I would like to thank Immediate Past President Peter for his help and understanding when I 
worked on re-arranging some of the club’s activities in the period just before the end of his year 
of office.  I should also like to congratulate IPP Peter on a very successful year and comment on 
how friendly he made our regular meetings and how well he ran the club’s business.  I look 
forward to working with Peter in this forthcoming year to ensure that we utilise his skills in the 
way in which the club continues to operate. 

Sadly we lost two members at the end of the last Rotary year: Jonathan Kane, who decided that he was retiring 
from Rotary.  Jonathan was a valued member who was President in 1997-98 and was treasurer for more years 
than I care to remember.  He also took an active role in the club and in particular ran the Kids Out lunches for a 
number of years.   Also, Martin Dawson, a relatively new member resigned due to business commitments and his 
concern that this impeded his attendance.  Both gentlemen will be missed.  However Martin has agreed to help 
out as a Friend of Rotary and is currently planning the Christmas Street Collections on our behalf. 
On a much more positive note we have inducted two new members, Irene Ford and Jackie Percival and I would 
ask all existing members to make them welcome and help them settle in to out club.   
We have also had an application to join from Wendy Martin and Peter Straker both from Peter Green Furnishers 
who will be our first corporate members.  Wendy, the Executive Chairman is the daughter of a longstanding past 
member Rotarian Peter Green.  They will be inducted in the next week or two. 
I am please with the way the club has pulled together in the first few weeks of my presidency and look forward to 
the next few months where a number of our events will be held.  Those who attended the Club Assembly will 
remember that I commented that we were a small club who punch well above our weight when it comes to being 
involved in our community.  We started the year with the good fortune of great weather for a well attended BBQ 
Evening at the home of Rotarian Peter Sutton and Cecily.  My thanks go to them especially for their relaxed 
approach to the invasion of their lovely garden with the erection of marquees etc and lots of feet on their lawns. 
We have received a communication from the Rotary International President Ravi Ravinder who wishes us to enjoy 
the year and to be a “Gift to the World” (see the logo at the top of the page) 
Mike Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotary International President  Ravi Ravinder 

Handover July 2015 
Pictures show President 

Peter handing over to 
Mike and Mike presenting 

Anne Dawson with her 
Treasurer’s chain watched 

by Val Down, President 
Elect 
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KIDS OUT AT PAULTONS PARK  - 10th June 2015 
Once again we successfully prepared over 2400 packed lunches at the end of  Peter’s presidential year.  This 
was organised and run by Steve Court, who with the help of the club and Friends of Rotary had a strong team 
of helpers.  As you can see from the pictures, this was no mean feat. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ITCHEN VALLEY WALK – 6th June 2015 
Working with the Rotary Club of Chandlers Ford and 
Itchen Valley Dick Ireland was paramount in our 
contribution to their 2nd Itchen Valley Walk.  Dick 
organised our team of ten helpers and worked on the 
Itchen Valley Walk committee.  The day was very 
successful but was not without its difficulties around 
the Winchester City Centre.  We know from Dick that 
Rotarians were very helpful to a number of visitors to 
the city as well as to the walkers!  We have decided to 
continue our involvement in this Rotary year and we 
shall need help to find our own walkers which will help 
us raise some funds for Eastleigh.   Listen out for more details. 
 
VISIT BY  DG TONY SUMMERS 
The District Governor 2015-16, Tony Summers attended the club meeting on Monday 27th July. Tony was keen 
to let the club know that his District colleagues were available to provide help and advice when it was required.  
He also commented on how well this club performed in its service duties in our local community.  We look 
forward to hearing more from Tony at the District Conference in Bristol in October. 
 
RYLA – July 2015 
Eastleigh Club was well represented again this year at the two Rotary Youth Leadership Award weekends held 
in the New Forest.  Rotarians Angie Estlie and Steve Court again provided valuable assistance in running the 
course.  The club sponsored two youngsters from Barton Peveril College and we hope they will come along to 
tell us about their experience 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

KNIGHTWOOD FUN RUN & DUATHLON 
As in past years the club turned out in numbers to help 
Knightwood School with their fun run.  This year the 
event was expanded, covering a full day with emphasis 
on family well being.  Sports events were organised 
throughout the day.  We provided marshals for the fun 
run, cycle challenge and the toddler’s Trail event in the 
wood.  A good day was had by all. 
 

REORGANISATION OF MEETING TIMES 
The Club Council has decided to continue with the two twilight meetings on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each 
month.  On the 1st Monday it has been decided to experiment with meetings away from The Concorde in order 
that we don’t conflict with the Wine Club meeting.  To date 1st Monday meetings have been at Peter Sutton’s 
Garden, The Cricketers Pub and The Wheelhouse at Hill Head.   
The 5th October will be at 6 Oakfields  combined with a Club Council Meeting (another experiment).  Suggestions 
for future 1st Mondays would be welcome. 
The 3rd Mondays will continue to have a one course meal priced at £10.  So far this has proved to be a major 
success.  Would members please remember that this 3rd Monday meeting is open to guests. 
The 2nd & 4th Mondays continue with a 2 course lunch (£13).  At these meetings we normally have a speaker.    The 
5th Monday, when there is one, will remain an evening 3 course dinner with extended speaker. 
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Eastleigh Rotary Club  

Hosts Dragon Boat Racing at Lakeside 
 

Lakeside Country Park Eastleigh was transformed for one Sunday 
afternoon. On the 9th August it became a Hong Kong style Dragon 
Boat Race venue using replica dragon boats complete with beating 
drums.  The great family atmosphere, with barbecue and refreshments, 
coupled with exceptional summer weather made it a spectacular 
community event.  This inaugural Dragon Boat racing event was hosted 
and managed by Eastleigh Rotary Club. The boats, equipment and race 
organisation came from professional company, Dragon Boat Events 

with support from Eastleigh Borough 
Council and the Lakeside Rangers.  Seven 
local teams, of all ages and ability, each 
competed in four races for a place in the 
grand finale.  The exciting and tense final 
between the three fastest teams resulted  

 
 
 
in a photo-finish with less 
than one second between 
the three boats. Nicolas 
Chevaux, Capital Investment Manager of  Prysmian Group UK said that 
“it had been a very good day and I was very pleased that we won”. The 
scratch team from Mott MacDonald came in a close second and another 
team from Prysmian was less than half a dragon’s head behind them in 
third. After presenting Mike Smith, President of Eastleigh Rotary Club, 
with a cheque for £500, as a donation to Rotary, Nicolas Chevaux 
remarked that, “It had been a brilliant day and if anyone else wants to 
come next year - the more the merrier – we are up for the challenge”. 
In summing up the day Mike Smith commented, “It was a fantastic fun day and a great opportunity as a team building event for 
local companies and voluntary groups.  I know that next year we are already going to have double the number of teams we had 
this year and as a result we will raise a lot of money, through sponsorship, for Rotary good causes.” As all the teams, spectators 
and organisers left the lakeside, the resident mallards and gulls took up their positions on the water oblivious to the fun that had 
been had by all! 
                          

Concorde Classic Car show – AMAZING TOTAL £11,800+ 

Celebrity chef James Martin and ‘the Stig’ attended the Concorde 
Classic Car Show organised and run by a combination of Eastleigh 
Rotary, Wessex Ferrari Owners Club, Naomi House Children’s hospice 
and the Concorde club Eastleigh. The results of this event provided 
almost £12,000 for Naomi House and Jacks Place hospice.   

For the seventh successive year the Concorde Classic Car show was 
held at the Concorde Club Eastleigh last Sunday.  It was blessed by fantastic weather and an 
incredible array of classic and super cars.  

Over two thousand people attended the show and were entertained by an array of special cars 
ranging from a 1923 Rolls Royce once owned by Winston Churchill, the magnificent La Ferrari 
(voted car of the Show) as well as James Martin’s Ferrari 275.  

This year we had a Ferrari and Super Car section comprising of over 25 Ferraris from Wessex 
Ferrari owners Club with classics like the Dino and F40 right up to a new 458 and F12. We will 
also had various Ford Lotus's, Austin's, Sunbeam Alpines and a display of Porsches, Ford 
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GT40's and a huge display of American cars. We almost have cars from all makes on the display 
to bring back memories of peoples past cars owned and those iconic vehicles we all dreamed off.  

We also displayed the Rat Catcher Dragster which started up 
several times throughout the show, a series of race simulators 
and Sporting Bears providing dream rides in a selection of 
wonderful cars like the Lamborghini Huracan. All of this in the 
grounds of the spectacular Concorde Club which provides a 
garden party for car enthusiasts 

As well as our Eastleigh Marshalls we were joined by a number 
of Friends of Eastleigh Rotary and members from Bishops Waltham, Chandlers Ford and Itchen 
Valley and Southampton Clubs.   

Many many thanks to all who made this day such a great success. 

Looking forward to the rest of the year – PLEASE PUT THESE DATES IN 
YOUR DIARIES  
 

o PUMPKIN FESTIVAL – At Royal Victoria Country Park on Saturday, 11th October  
o DISTRICT CONFERENCE – At Bristol from Friday 9th to Sunday 11h October  
o NIGHTINGALE FIREWORKS –  5th November 
o REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE on Sunday, 8th November 
o SHOEBOXES – Sorting day at St Peter’s Boyatt Wood on 11th November 
o EASTLEIGH LIGHTS SWITCH ON – Saturday 21st  November 
o CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS IN THE SWAN CENTRE the 4 weekends starting from 

28th November 
o CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS AT ASDA on Sunday – Wednesday 13th-16th  December 
o CHRISTMAS STREET COLLECTIONS on Monday-Wednesday  14th – 16th December 
o CHRISTMAS PARTY Monday 7th December 
o BURNS NIGHT at the EAST AVENUE RESTAURANT, EASTLEIGH COLLEGE on Friday, 

29th January 2016 
o PRESIDENT’S NIGHT 2015-16 – at the Concorde Club date 11th March 2016  

 
 
 
 
 

Next Bulletin is due in December but we do need your input!!! 
 

If you are involved in an event, please send your photos together with your write up to 
Mikesmith1110@aol.com. 

 


